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Reflecting on the Edexcel Summer 26 GCSE MFL Exams

Listening

I wanted to upload a slide with speaking practice but
cannot

Speaking

TRACYWILLIAMS6 Sep 22, 2026 09:44am

Takeaways from the Examiners Report
1.  Students often understood the general gist of a passage but 

didn't give enough detail to communicate the entire message.
-  Get students to ask themselves "what exactly is this question asking me?  Train them 
to include the whole idea in their answers, rather than just a word they recognise.

2.  Are higher numbers secure?  Build this into regular retrieval practice.  Easy marks if students know them!
3. Listening practice needs to support learners to avoid jumping 

to conclusions and to think carefully about plausible distractors.

0

CLAIRE Sep 22, 2026 04:49pm

Speaking and writing
During form time I held small intervention groups for Foundation candidates.  We practised giving 3 answers to 
questions in past, present and future tenses for a year using mini white boards.  It definitely made a difference. 

❤️ (1) 0
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We were able to embed speaking moments 
in almost each lesson with support (I DO 
WE DO YOU DO). We then removed support 
and students were able to debate points

❤️ (1) 0
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Takeaways from the Examiners Report
1.  Asking questions remains a significant weakness.  Do you learners know the questions words?  Can they understand 

them across different topics?  Do they know how to form questions?  Can they make lists of questions from an image?
2. Ensure students know what the question is asking them.

1. What are you going to do / did you do / do you do?  - Answer must include an activity. 
2. What do you think of - answer must include an opinion.
3. What do you like about... - answer must include a positive feature.
4. What would you like to .... - answer must be in the conditional tense

3. Don't waste time on the picture task giving opinions.  They don't attract any credit.
4. Continue to make explicit phonics teaching a regular part of KS4 

lessons - particularly focusing on the harder phoneme / graphemes. 
5. Higher - make sure you provide multiple opportunities to use different tenses 

throughout the conversation to give students the opportunity to show what they know.
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read aloud example

6. Encourage higher candidate to slow down during the read aloud.  A steady measured 
pace makes it much easier for the examiner to assess the sound-symbol correspondance.

7. The strongest conversations at higher occurred where teachers responded naturally 
to what students said.  Encourage your most able learners to learn language they 
can combine to answer lots of different questions.  Make time for this in lessons!  

0
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verb rockstars
15 verbs in each year group at KS3 - 45 altogether. Pupils learn the infinitives - we use language nut 
to support this by creating our own content. Following the infinitives, we then show pupils how to 
conjugate verbs in 1st person singular in year 7, 3rd person singular in year 8 and 1st person plural 
in year 9. This allows students to use a wide variety of verbs and crucially to talk about other people.

0

MISS AZARPEY Sep 22, 2026 04:12pm

Responding to unprepared questions
We identified that because this is in 'examiner language', and therefore not as familiar to pupils, it threw them off. 
I looked at all of the specimen papers, and put in the question stems into AI and summarised the most frequent 
ones, put them into a wordwheel and used it regularly in class to practice with pupils, to ensure they were familiar. 

❤️ (1) 0
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Building opportunities for pupils to practise the read 
aloud skill as early as possible through active speaking 
activities aiming to target key phonological issues 
that may come up in the exam - h, z, j, hard and soft C

❤️ (1) 0
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PALMS
I've updated this to simplify it so pupils can 
say more, rather than more complex language. 
I removed 'action' (present continuous tense) 
and replaced with 'appearance'

❤️ (1) 0
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Read Aloud
Identification of specific phonemes (rather than recognising a familiar word and knowing how to say it) is 
the key determiner in the read aloud.  Students should expect their to be tricky words.  Teachers should 
make sure there is regular practice of pronouncing the harder words from the vocab lists in their lessons. 

0
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Want to build an element of structured / leading to 
spontaneous talk into every lesson.   What about register 
routines?  You could use your bank of starter questions 
for the unprepared conversation as the stimulus, start 
with some scaffold on the screen which you gradually 
remove each lesson.  Students turn and talk to each 
other and you move round the room listening to as many 
students as you can.

0
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A great strategy to make sure all of your students get 
regular 1:1 time with you and feedback on their speaking.

0

TRACYWILLIAMS6 Sep 22, 2026 10:09am

A strategy to support annotation for the read aloud

0
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Reading

Writing

DEVELOPING_ANSWERS.odp
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Understanding how to 'flip' a question into the 
start of an answer is a key skill for the exam and for 
later life!  Practise of this needs to be built into as 
many lessons as possible so it becomes automatic.

0
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Which are the most important words from the 
vocab lists.  In my opinion - the star words!  Make 
sure your students know these words well and 
draw attention to them wherever you see them!  

0
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Take aways from the Examiners Report
1. Encourage students to plan the topic specific language they are going to use.   This will ensure there is variety in 

the verbs and structures they are using.  Tick them off as they are used and avoid using them again if possible! 
2. Never leave a translation gap.  Don't know how to say it.  Say something similar.
3. Higher Writing.  Some candidates lost marks because they didn't answer the precise bullet point.  For example 

- talking about a past activity rather than what they did after school for example.  Candidates need to highlight 
command words and the different elements in the question, rather than writing something that vaguely fits.

4. The strongest written answers added relevant information to develop each 
bullet point, rather than adding additional information which was linked.

5. This can be done by:
1. Offering a contrasting opinion
2. Giving other people's opinions
3. Adding reasons
4. Sharing examples

6. Teachers might want to use the framework 
1. Point
2. Opinion + Reason
3. Contrasting opinion + Reason
4. An example or another view.

0

👍 (2) 0
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Other reflections
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Choosing the best question
When choosing a question, encourage students to think about whether the question will allow them to use a range of 
language.  Different verbs.  Different adjectives.  Different opinions.  Pick the one that lends itself to a range of language.

0
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Being able to use the high frequency verbs accurately is 
key at all grades.  Build a verb fluency routine into your 
regular retrieval practice.  You could also modify it so 
you identify the 5 most important verbs for each topic 
area and practise conjugating those verbs regularly.  1st 
person for a grade 4.  1st and 3rd person for a grade 5.  
Multiple persons for a grade 7 +

0
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Top tips for writing and speaking from the examiners reports
1.  For Foundation students - Simple and accurate beats ambitious and 

inaccurate! Write what you know how to say, not what you want to say.
2. Ensure all students are secure with a number of high frequency verbs across all persons and time frames.
3. Make sure students can accurately link a time indicator with the correct tense.  The time indicator alone, 

doesn't demonstrate a past or future time frame if the verb that follows is wrong!  Practice matching time 
indicators and tenses or get students to spot the error where the time indicator and the verb don't match.

4. Cover every bullet point.  Answer the bullet points in order and use 
a new paragraph for each one.  Model how to do this in your lessons.

5. At Higher, the basics need to be secure but there also needs to be enough variety, complexity and flexibility 
to move into the top bands.  A useful way to think about this might be 1.  Accuracy.  2.  Variety.  3.  Complexity.

6. At Higher variety can come through using different time frames alongside one another. 
 For example in Sp using the preterite, the imperfect and possible the perfect together.

0
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Jonathon Mumford is offering a free programme 
starting on the 1st October for your year 11 students in 
French, Spanish and German.  It looks amazing!  Sign 
up here. Sign up to take part in the 30 steps challenge

Full info on this linked in post.  Post | LinkedIn

0
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