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Session 
aims

• Understand the importance of phonics 

within the context of MFL 

• Consider the knowledge of phonics 

pupils develop within KS1 and KS2

• Ideas for integrating phonics into MFL 

lessons and curricula



What is 
phonics?

• A system of writing which maps 

sounds to letters (sound-spelling 

correspondence)

• Each phonetic language will have 

its own mapping system (and 

number of sounds)

26 letters

44 sounds

27 letters

24 sounds

26 letters

40 sounds

26 letters

36 sounds



The 
importance of 
phonics 
within the 
context of 
MFL

Supports 

production 

of language

Unlocks 

meaning in 

unfamiliar 

words

Explicit in 

new spec 

GCSE

Enhances

comprehension

Supports receptive 

understanding of 

language



The importance of 
phonics within the 
context of MFL

Source: Little Wandle (Rastle et. al)



The importance of 
phonics within the 
context of MFL

• Phonemic awareness

• Phonics

• Fluency

• Vocabulary

• Comprehension



The primary 
school context

Digraph Split vowel 

digraph

Phoneme

Grapheme

Trigraph



The primary 
school context

• Phonics provision dates back to 

the late 90s, consolidated into 

the National Curriculum in 

2014.

• Systematic synthetic phonics 

programmes embedded in 

2021.

• Range of different programmes 

some more explicit in 

terminology than others.



The primary 
school context

Segmenting and blending

p  e  n  



Source: Little Wandle



Integrating 
phonics into 
MFL lessons 
and curricula Exposure 

for all year 

groups 

Map 

against 

your 

curriculum

Draw on 

knowledge 

from 

primary

Deliberate 

phonetic 

transcription
Regularly 

revisited



o  n  c  e  J’  ai

w  ei  l  



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes

Source: Language Driven Pedagogy



Word level 
practice





Further 
teaching and 
learning ideas Adapt 

existing 

activities to 

have a 

phonics 

focus

Using 

phonological 

awareness to 

uncover meaning 

in new words

Highlight 

all of the 

phonemes 

in a 

reading 

text

Include 

tricky 

phonemes in 

a speaking 

task Reading 

aloud



Key 
takeaways

• Phonics should be integral to our 

everyday practice

• Extensive prior knowledge that we can 

draw upon in our MFL classrooms

• Many activities can be adapted to focus 

more explicitly on phonics



Feedback formCPD offers

@grandunionlanguagehub

LinkedIn: grand-union-language-hub

@TGAS_MFL

https://forms.office.com/e/ZA1xjBhHFb
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