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Session 
aims

• Consider what prior knowledge is 

required by the teacher to effectively 

deliver phonics in MFL

• Consider ideas to embed phonics 

within your lessons and curricula

• Plan next steps to enhance your 

existing phonics provision



What prior 
knowledge is 
required to 
teach phonics 
effectively? Supports 

production 

of language

Unlocks 

meaning in 

unfamiliar 

words

Explicit in 

new spec 

GCSE

Enhances

comprehension

Supports receptive 

understanding of 

language



Segmenting 

and blending

Phonics 

programme 

used in feeder 

primary 

schools

Draw on 

knowledge 

from 

primary

Terminology 

that is used 

e.g. 

phoneme, 

grapheme, 

diagraph.

Sounds 

regularly 

revisited

What prior 
knowledge is 
required to 
teach phonics 
effectively?



Spanish:

When is the 

letter “c” 

hard (k) and 

when is it 

soft (th/s)?

German:

What is the 

difference 

between a vowel 

with an umlaut 

and one without 

an umlaut?

Secure 

knowledge of 

the 

phonological 

system in the 

target 

language

French:

How many 

ways are there 

of representing 

the sound 

made by the 

letter “é”?

Choose a 

language 

and 

answer in 

the chat.

What prior 
knowledge is 
required to 
teach phonics 
effectively?



How are 

sounds 

sequenced 

in your 

curriculum? 

Why?

When did 

students last 

have deliberate 

practice of this 

sound? What 

was the context?

Secure 

curriculum 

knowledge

Are sounds 

regularly 

revisited? Is 

this planned or 

spontaneous?

How have 

you worked 

towards 

achieving 

this in your 

school? 

What prior 
knowledge is 
required to 
teach phonics 
effectively?



Ideas for 
embedding 
phonics in 

lesson

Download the resource bundle from our 

website. (Link to the relevant page is in 

the chat).

In breakout rooms review and discuss the 

resources. 

• How could you use these in lessons?

• Do they give you ideas to adapt your 

existing resources to focus on 

phonics? 



o  n  c  e  J’  ai

w  ei  l  



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes

Focus on 
specific 
phonemes



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes

Source: Language Driven Pedagogy



Word level 
practice



Sentence level 
practice



Sentence level 
practice



Text level 
practice



Feedback 
and next 

steps

• Which activity will you trial in an 

upcoming lesson?

• Do you have any existing resources 

that you could adapt to focus on 

phonics?

• What further research or planning do 

you need to undertake?



Top tips for 
facilitating 
phonics Adapt 

existing 

activities to 

have a 

phonics 

focus

Support 

colleagues to 

develop their 

confidence

Consider 

phonics in the 

same way you 

consider 

vocabulary 

and grammar

Focus on 

phonemes in 

isolation or 

in pairs Ensure 

appropriate 

challenge 

and pitch



Feedback formSpring CPD offer

@grandunionlanguagehub

LinkedIn: grand-union-language-

hub

@GrandUnionLH



References:
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• Five Pillars of Reading https://www.edmentum.com/intl/articles/the-five-pillars-of-reading/ 

• DfE Reading Framework: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framew

ork_.pdf 

• NALA: https://nala.org.uk/ 

• Language Driven Pedagogy phonics resources: https://ldpedagogy.org/phonics-collection/ 

• Little Wandle Letters and Sounds https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/ 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010945218300571#sec4
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/664f600c05e5fe28788fc437/The_reading_framework_.pdf
https://nala.org.uk/
https://ldpedagogy.org/phonics-collection/
https://ldpedagogy.org/phonics-collection/
https://ldpedagogy.org/phonics-collection/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Session aims
	Slide 3: What prior knowledge is required to teach phonics effectively?
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Ideas for embedding phonics in lesson
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Focus on specific phonemes
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Focus on specific phonemes
	Slide 12: Word level practice
	Slide 13: Sentence level practice
	Slide 14: Sentence level practice
	Slide 15: Text level practice
	Slide 16: Feedback and next steps
	Slide 17: Top tips for facilitating phonics
	Slide 18: Feedback form
	Slide 19:  References:

