
Starter:

During the session we will 
be using the following 
terminology. Can you 
confidently match the terms 
to their definitions?

phoneme
Sound-spelling 

correspondence

grapheme
Converting sounds into 

symbols (written text)

SSC a sound

encode

Converting symbol 

(written text) into 

sounds

decode

A written 

representation of a 

sound



Welcome

Embedding Phonics into the 

Curriculum
How to successfully embed these valuable skills into your 

MFL curriculum for more sustained practice and to work 

towards mastery.



Session 
aims

• Reflect on your progress with introducing the 

explicit teaching of phonics into your schemes of 

learning.

• Identify what purposeful phonics practice should / 

could look like in lessons.

• Consider how you can work towards mastery 

supporting learners to use their knowledge to 

decode new words and pronounce them 

successfully.



Building 
on prior 
sessions

• Session 1: Student prior knowledge of 

phonics at primary school – a spiralled 

curriculum 2024

• Session 2: Facilitating phonics teaching 

and embedding in the curriculum 2025

• Grand Union CPD resources

https://grandunionlanguagehub.tgacademy.org.uk/cpd/our-cpd/cpd-session-resources/
https://grandunionlanguagehub.tgacademy.org.uk/cpd/our-cpd/cpd-session-resources/
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Terminology:

During the session we will 
be using the following 
terminology. Can you 
confidently match the terms 
to their definitions?

phoneme A sound

grapheme

A written 

representation of a 

sound

SSC
Sound-spelling 

correspondence

encode
Converting sounds into 

symbols (written text)

decode

Converting symbol 

(written text) into 

sounds



• The new GCSE has a greater emphasis on the 

sound-spelling correspondence as it intends to 

be more accessible for students.

• Teachers can prime students for success by 

explicitly teaching phonics for: accurate 

pronunciation in read aloud tasks and more 

competent transcription skills required in 

dictation tasks.

• This has implications on what our curricula and 

resourcing looks like as a result.

SSC:
Sound-spelling 
correspondence



Curriculum
considerations

• Which sounds do you introduce and 

when? How do you decide this?

• Is there a shared understanding in your 

department of the most difficult sounds for 

students to decode and encode?

• How often do you revisit sounds in a systematic 

way?

• Do you follow a thematic curriculum or a 

phonics-based curriculum?



Use curriculum 
resources as a 
tool for phonics 
teaching

Your existing curriculum materials (knowledge 

organisers, sentence builders) can be used to 

support this process.



AI as an 
analytics' tool 
for phonics 
teaching



Explicit teaching 
of phonics

Reflect: to what 
extent are you 
doing this 
already? 

• Make phonics' teaching a routine

• Move from grapheme-level to word-level and 

then sentence level

• Visual cues or actions as a prompt for recall 

and sound production

• Address commonly-confused sounds: 

contrasting pairs

• Select the most salient sounds based on the 

prescribed word list



Practical 
illustration

Segmenting and blending



Practical 
illustration:

Focus on 
specific 
phonemes



Moving to 
sentence-level 
practice



Focus on 
specific 
phonemes

Source: Language Driven Pedagogy



Explicit testing 
of phonics

• Test with new words, not known words: 

why?

• Dictation practice in lessons – low 

stakes routine

• Replicate the task-type on the exam: 

dictation at word level moving to full 

sentence form



Word-level 
testing: 
scaffolded
testing



di dade

i e

ciqui ce

ciesie

te da

Word-level 
testing: 
scaffolded
testing



Practical 
illustration:

Low-stakes
testing

Thi oo dad

Ci u dad



Pa ra ce

Pa re ce

Practical 
illustration:

Low-stakes
testing



Practical 
illustration:

Testing meaning vs. 
Testing phonemes

Contrasting pairs: listen and 
identify the word that is read aloud

A B

Nieva Nueva

Fue Fui

Si pudiera Se puede

Otro Ocho

Bajo Vago



Practical 
illustration:
Testing meaning vs. 
Testing phonemes

Contrasting pairs: listen and 
identify the word that is read aloud

A B

Gracious Funny

Sympathetic Kind

Relatives Family

Justice Fair

Educated Well behaved



Key 
takeaways

• Prioritise explicit teaching of phonics and make 

this a routine.

• Ensure curriculum resources and schemes of 

work mirror and prioritise the most relevant 

sounds (considering frequency and difficulty.)

• Ensure testing allows for practising encoding and 

decoding of sounds.



Mastery

  Define the parameters of mastery:

• What are the success criteria for phonetical 

knowledge for a particular unit of work?

• Which sounds should students be able to produce to 

be able to communicate effectively?

• What type of summative tasks would allow students 

to demonstrate this?

• How much practice and exposure do students need 

to achieve this? Is this the same for all sounds?



We would 

love to hear 

your 

feedback.
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